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The sl purposs of this report and the suocimied services performed by Brown and Root Services Asia Pacifle Pry
Lid (Brown & Roof) i to prepars an Estaary Processes Study for Tuross Estuary and Colla Lake in sccordance with
the scope of services set out in the condract between Birown & Roos and Eurobodalia Shire Council ("the Client')
That scope af services was defined by the requests of the Client, by the time and budgetary construints imgosed by
the Cliens, and by the svatlability of occeis 1o the s

Brown & Root derived (he data i this report primarily froms visual inspections, examination of recosds in the public
idormain, iniervicws with individuals with informatian abot the gite, coniltanis’ reporta, site survey and sampling
made on the dates indicated. The passage of time, manifesiation of latent conditions or mpscts of futare events may
require further exploration at the ske and subsequent data enalyse, end re-evohustion of the fndings, observations
and conclusions expressed in this repoet.

In preparing ihis repom, Brown & Root has relied upon and preswmed securate certam infonmsian (o abunce
thereof] relative to the site, provided by govemement officials and suthoritees, the Client asd ofbens ibentifisd betemn
Except a8 otherwise stated in the report, Brown & Root has mod stiermpied to venTy the scouracy of compleieness of
any such information,

Mo warranty of gusrantee, whether express or impliesd, 18 made with redpect 10 1he data reporied o to the Hedinga,
shwervations and conclutions expressed in this report: Furthier, such data, Tindings, observations amd congdimion ge

buted sodely upan site corsditions, information, drowimg supplsed by the Client ¢ic. m gxstence 5 tbe tme of fhe
e alion.

Thas fepart has been prepared on behall of s for the exchusive uie of the Client, and is suljout to aml sl in
connection with the provisions of the agreemenit berween Brown & Roat ond 1he Client. Hrown & Root nceepts nn
linhiliry or respansibility whatsoever for or in respect of any use of or relionce upon this report by any third party
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Foreword

Estuanies. their immedinte colchments and nssociated wetlainds are of itmmense environmesnial
vilue 1 sddition to providing plices for a wide ronge of active und possive recreational
achivibies,

The Tuross Estuary provides habetar for a wade diversaity of squante and terrexinal orgamsms.
The high visual amenity of the area attracts tounsis and the Lake, river and many back channels
are popular spots for both commercial and recreational fishermen.

Maony of the uses of the estuary are in direct conflict with one another. Increased pressune to
further develop the area conflicts with the need 1o conserve the ecological health of the cxuary.
Moy human wses are also i conilict with each other,

The mcreasingly intensive use of estuaries and their catchments for o mnge of activities hag
generally degraded the estuanne environment.  The maogor impacts have been detenomition of
water quality, loss of mangrove and scagrass habatais, sibtateon, and loss of ecological diversity,

This Estuary Processes Study hos been underioken in accordance with the New South Wales
Government’s Estuzry Mamapement Policy as the third stage in o process to formulate an
Estunry Management Plun which addresses resource planning and management on a catchment
basis.

While the overall objectives ol the Policy are to achieve integrated, responsible and ccologicatly
sustainahle use of the Stofe’s estunries, the purpose of this Processes Study is o define the
VIrsous estiunrine processes of the Tuross Estuary and the inleractions between them. The Study
also focuses on key issucs identified through commumity consultation.
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Overview

The Estuary Management Palicy is ane of 2 suite of notural respurce management policies being
implemented by the NSW Government using the principles of total catchment managenent ind
ccologscally sustainable development. A specific objective of this policy is o encourge
preparution of long term management plans for cach of the State’s cstuaries with the aim of
schieving integrated, balanced, responsible and ecologically sustamable usc,

The process by which the policy seeks 1o develop and implement cstuary management plans is
as follows:

* formation of an Estuary Management Committes:

= compilation of existing data:

» Eshuary Proceases Study;

»  Estuary Monagement Study;

= dmaft Estunry Manngerment Plasy;

= drafi Flan review;

» Plan adoption and implementation: and

« ongoing Flan review and improvemens,

The Tuross and Caila Lakes Estuary Manspement Committee wis set up by The Council of the
Shire of Eurobodalla ("Council™) in October 1993 for the purpose of preparing i gement
plan. This siudy, the Tuross Estuary and Coils Lakes Estuary Processes Study, constituies the
third stuge in the implementation process

The aim of this study is to provide an understanding of the inferaction of the various cstuarine
processes with the charactenstics of the drainage basing and the anthropogenic nfluenecs st
work willin the calchments. This understanding of processes is then used 1o nssess the current
ccomystemn health and sdentify the cause of the issues threatening ecological, socwml wnd
econimic vatues held by the community for the Tuross and Coila systems.

This study should provide sufficient information 1o form the hasis for the development of
management opLons in the Estuary Management Study and finally assist in the formulation and
implementation of the Estuary Management Plan
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To obtain a copy of the two books (A4 text and A3 diagrams) that comprise this report enquire
with either the Estuary Project Officer at Eurobodalla Shire Council or any member of the

Tuross Estuary Management Committee.



