Tuross Head Rural Fire Brigade

celebrating over 40 years dedicated
and continued Loyal service to the
NSW Rural Fire Service, the
communicy. of Tuross Head and
cthe Eurobodalla Shire.

17ch. August, 1961 - 2lsc. August, 2004.

There is noching stronger than
the hearc of a Volunceer
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The members of Tuross Head
Rural Fire Brigade, excend a very
warm welcome co:-

Eurobodalla Shire Mayor Fergus Thomson.
Chief Superintendent Perer Ryan
Superintendent lan Gibson.

Depury FCO/Ops Alan Briccliffe.
Depury Group Officer Ross Robinson.
Caprain lrene Ross - Bingl Brigade.

Mrs Lisa Marie King - Discrice Adminiscradon
Officer.

Fellow firefighters, members past and present,
family and friends.

Thank you for joining us today to celebrace
che achievements of che Tuross Head
Rural Fire Brigade.
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On Thursday 17ch. Augusc, 1961 a public meeting
was held with the objective of forming a2 Volunceer
Bushfire Brigade in Tuross Head (under the Bush Fire
Act 1949),

As a resulc of chis meedng, a Brigade was formed
wich an inidal membership of 41. Mr A. Laing was
clecced Caprain.  Equipmenc on hand ac the dme
consisted of 7 buckers, 1 wacer bag, 1 serviceable
knapsack, 4 unserviceable knapsacks, 1 hurricane
Lamp and 1 brush hook.

A member kindly offered the use of his box craller
as a means of cransportdng the above equipment ro
fires. The members presenc ac chat meedng
decided to approach the Shire Council and request
thac the following essendal equipmenc be supplied
to the Brigade:- 1 rtrailer, 1 power bushfighring unic,
10 knapsack sprays, 2 rakes, 3 showels and 2 x 44
gallon drums for cransporting wacer.

As a method of fundraising, lc was decided ro
place a lewy of 3/- on each fire permic Issued by
the Brigade. The original Brigade permic book and
minuce book are on display here today for your
perusal.

In Seprember 1963, Mr Hecror McWilliam donaced
a block of Land In Hood Crescenc to the Brigade
for the purpose of bullding a fire scadon. A single
bay shed measuring 23'6" x 136" was co be erecred
on the slce ac a cost of £162-00-00.

According to Brigade records, the allocadon of
funds for che Eurobodalla Shire Firefighting budgec
for 1962-1963 was £8,200-00-00 wich the promise
of a furcher £1,000-00-00 to be allocaced the

folLowing year. Firefighting equipmenc o be
purchased from chis budger included 6 bliczwagons
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and 3 jeeps. Each bliczwagon was to be flered wich a
cank and pump.

The original fire bell chac you see hanging in che
stadon coday was presenced to the Brigade by che
Board of Hre Commissioners In 1962,

Excepc for a shorc dme when the bell wenc ‘AWOL' ic
has always been a valued plece of equipmenc and undl
the Brigade was supplled wich a siren, the bell was
used co alerc che communicy of a fire,

In 1962 che Brigade decided to hold a raffle co raise
much needed funds. Prizes were as follows:- 1 sheep, 1
dozen borrles of ale, 1 live goose, 1 box of groceries
and a Christmas Cake. As a resulc of screnuous dckec
selling, the grand sum of £12-00-01/2 was raised.
There was greac exclcement in the cown In June 1963
when the Brigade ctook delivery of ics very firsc fire
whicle - a jeep. The Brigade was informed ac che dme
that chey would receive a Bliczwagon the following
gz.ar.

In March 1964, che area was dnder dry and in droughc.
The Brigade encouraged land holders in che Colla area
to ‘graze sheep to reduce the bushfire hazard.

ln 1964 che Brigade was in possession of a Land Rover
and a Tanker. During thac year che Land Rover
cravelled a cocal of 64 miles and che Tanker 45 miles,
During che following year, the Brigade musc hawve been
much more active because the Tanker crawelled a ctotal
of 148 miles for the year. Back In chose days,
firefighters musc have been very fire happy because che
Captain, act one stage, advised members cto 'bumn
wherever and whenever possible’ to reduce fire hazards.
lc was even suggested ac one stage chac ‘the proceeds
from Brigade bum offs be shared among che members
acrending. Members quickly wveroed chis idea and funds
remained wich che Brigade.
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In 1969, the Brigade had a bank balance of $505-
90 and considered chemselves in a sorong financlal
posidon. Membership ac chac dme cocalled 30.
In 1978 ic was decided co invite Women co join che
Brigade. (Womens Lib finally arrived in Tuross)
During 1980, the Brigade declded to purchase che
Momington Fre Reporting System ac a cosc of
$600-00. This system would be connected cto che
phones ac the homes of members. Fundralsing was
conducted to fooc the bill and che syscem was
finally purchased and Installed in che homes of 6
members. This syscem remained in place undl 1993
when che ‘pager’ system came Into use. As chis
system would be a wery expensive one ro
implemenc, the Brigade declded o undercake a
communicy fundralsing vencure. As a resulr
$2306-00 raised and chis enabled us to purchase 8
pagers which were allocaced to active members.
In 1983 Councll advised the Brigade chac funds had
finally been allocated to bulld us a new brick fire
scadon measuring 40" x 30" on Council owned Land
in Drake Soeer. The bulldding was commenced in
November 1983. This proved o be a very Long and
drawn ouc affair wich many, many holdups. ALl
good things come to those who walc and we
finally moved in and held our first meedng In our
new stadon In April 1986.
In che mid ecighdes, then Sor. Depucy Harry
Watkins took a crew of newly walned ceenage
members to compete in the annual Brigades Held
Day In Moruya. As a resulc of chelr cfforts,
Tuross recurned home the wery proud bearers of
many prizes. A greac achievement for a crew wich
the average age of 16 years.



s
In 1987 we scarced our very popular Christmas Day
Santa Run - 17 years. later, we are sdll providing chis
very popular service to the communicy and the children
of Tuross Head.

In 1989, we obcrained our ‘Coventry Pump craller. After
many modificadions by Brigade members over the years,
ic 1s the very efficlenc plece of equipmenc you see here
today.

Each Anzac Day our members proudly represenc our
Brigade and the Rural Fire Service ac the March and
Commemoracive service held here in Tuross Head,
Looking verc smart indeed, In full uniform and proudly
carmying the Rural Fire Service Flag, wich che Caprain
Laying a wreach on behalf of our members.

As a means of fundralsing, our Brigade ‘wenc inco che
recycling business in June 1992. We continued wich
chis undl December 1995 when the workload became
too much and we had to gve it away - During thac
dme we raised $11,593-00 for Brigade funds. This money
was used to purchase much needed equipment.

In 1992, che Brigade celebrared ics 30ch. Anniversary
and reunion of past and presenc members. A greac
dme was had by all In acrendance. Sadly, many of
those in acrendance on that day are no Longer wich us.
During 1995, as a mark of respect, Life Membership was
bescowed upon BiLL Seymour, Harry Wackins, Bob Dredge
and Scanley Brown in recognidon of their many years
Loyal Service and dedicadon co the Rural FHre Service
and the Tuross Head Brigade. Sadly Scan Brown passed
away on 4ch. July, 2004. Scan was Treasurer and a
scalwarc of our Brigade for over 17 years. I'm sure Scan
would have Lloved to hawe been with us ctoday co
celebrace our Brigades achievements. As a mark of
respect, the Brigade recently dedicated our newly
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acquired flag pole to the memory of Stan and we
have named ic che ‘Scanley J. Brown Memorial
In 1997 tche Volunteer Bushfire Organisadon
underwenc a name change and ic became che New
Souch Wales Rural Fire Service. In recognicion of
chls, all who were members ac the tme were
awarded cerdficaces to say thac chey were a
‘Foundadon Member of the New South Wales Rural
Fire Service' on its escablishmenc on lsc. Seprember,
1997, '

Our dedicaced members have always been prepared
and willing to go out of area and help our fellow
firefighters across New Souch Wales baccle any fire
emergency or help wich any ocher - cype of
emergency. Some of che areas our members have
assisced are:- Bredbo, Bombala, Alpine,
Cootamundra, Braidwood, Jervis Bay, Huskisson,
Vincenda, Sussex Inler, Bulahdelah, Armidale,
Crookwell, Parkes, assisting wich re-roofing in
Sydney after severe storms, cthe Newcascle discase
poulcry epldemic ac Gosford and mosc recencly che
Canberra fires, where the base camp accommeodaring
our members was complerely descroyed by che fire,
Luckily several of our members were off duty ac
the dme and were able to save che belongings of
our members who were ouc fighting che fire. Qur
Brigade is always ready and willing co assist our
Brigades wichin our Shire. Since 1is humble
incepclon In 1961 through to 2004, Tuross Head
Rural Fire Brigade had Indeed come a Long, long
way. Firefighting methods have greacly improved as
have the implemencs and tools used by fireflighcers.





















