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& BRIEF HISTORY

The ides of © a rescue squad in Tuross was first put
forwvard at a public meeting of concerned local citizens convened
in June 1988 by Mr Peter Turner. It was considered there was a
serious gap In local emergency services, thare being no police or
aphulapece located in Turess, and something had to be done to
correct the position. e

-

The Bar where the Toross River eonters the sea s formed by
constantly shifting sandbanks generating cross-currents and
rurbulent waters which have caused numerous accidents over the
yeALS. Soats have capsized and sunk, svimsers have got into
difficulties in the cross-currents and been carried out to sea
snd lives have been lost with the only prompt assistance
svailable being from private citizens such as Mackenzie of
“acxenzies Boatshed who used his hire boats for rescues, and
local amateur fishermen. -

The public meeting considered it inequitable that a
situation should be allowed ko continue whereby private citizens
vere called upon to carry oub emergency rescug work and place
their i1ives at risk withouk "proper equipment, training and
especially insurance cover for if the rescuer sufferad lnjury or
loss of or damage to his boat he would have no means of
recompense .

A steering cosmittee was e®lected to develop the proposal to
form a rescue squad and to seek affiliation with the N.S.H.
Voluntear Rescue Assoclatiom.

A second public meeting was ecalled inm August 1988 when
retired Police Superintendent Een Baret, Director of Operations
of the V.R.A. and representing the Executive of that organisation
wvas invited to take the Chair. He gave details of the V.R.A.
constitution, affiliation and dncorporation requirements and
supervised che election of an imaugural Committee.

5t Edmunds College, Canberra, who maintain a Field Studies
Hostel in Toross generously handed over to the fledgiing Sguad
their 3.8 metre inflatable rubber boat and outboard motor on
pecmanent loan. There was no shortage of volunteers with
expecienced fishermen, boatmem and ex-members of surf cluba
forming the nucleus of boat crews with others, including two
qualified pursing sisters, in the shore back-up team.

The next requirement was for a base and a disused and
derelict shed on the river's edge adjacent to Mackenzies Boatshed

wvas pinpeinted. Ressarch revealed it belonged to the Shire
Council who agresd to lease it to the Squad at a peppercorn
rental. Local building tradesmen and Sguad members rallled

round and the shed vas soon pade habitable and a jetty built for
launching the boak.

The Tuross Rescus Squad was in business.

From then on fund-raising became a way of 1life for the
members, the iniktial priority being the acquisition of radio
equipment and a siren to alert wembers wvhenm an emergency arcose.
Later & second boat and motor wvere purchased as inm a dangerous
situation a back-up boat is assential. In 1992 a third boat and
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motog were purchased as the original St Edmunds boat, now an
outright gift to tht.rﬂ,ﬂ‘:'m beginning to show its age and was
to be relegated to training dutiea.

With thres boats ané much valuable radic equipment security
tecame an important issue and it wvas decided to replace the
fifty-year-old timber and iron boatshed with a brick 'bq%kfu“-
Located at the water's edge at the base of a five metre cliff and
adiacent to an unlit public reserve often used by {tinerancts for
fillegal overnight camping It was a prime target for vandalism.
Flans were dravn up and a major fund- L campaign initiated
to cover the construction costs. However some delay ensued due
to difficulty in meeting the Council's requirement for a
structural engineer's plans and certificate that the propoaed
building would be able to withstand the impact of floodin

was finally reached, plans approved and work commanced.

The first step was removal of the old shed and excavation of
the site and this was carried out by Peter Hazelton with his
excavator on 15th February 1993. Thereafter wvork progressed as
and when members and friends had time available to devote to the
project. With very few exceptions, such as excavation and
rockblasting where speclalised knowledge and equipment was
required, all the comstruction work was carried ount by

filood level of 3.2 metres was at one stage gquoted. mm-ﬂ
'9

voluntesrs. The site was levelled and sand-filled to tring the
new floor up to the highest flood lavel recorded in the past kten
years and the concrete slab ponred under the invaluable guidance
of the retired principal of a concreting firm who told us what to
do and how to do it. The bricklayers of Turcsa volunteered
their assistance and in one wveekend they came together and
valls wvere srected.

HWe weres extremely fortunate im having among our members a
builder vho supervised the construction, a plumber who installed
all the plumbing including a sprinkler system for fire
protection, an slectrician who installed all the wiring and
electrical fittings, a bricklayer who is alsc a competent
carpenter, a housspainter wvho looked after the decoration and 2
couple of radio experts as well as many othars who were able and
villing to undertake the less techaical tasks. In addition many
other tradesmen and friends volunteered their services for which
we are profoundly grateful.

While rebuilding wvas in progress it was essential the Squad
be ables to maintain its state of readiness for its prime purpose
of rescue work and Mackenzies Boatshed and Laings Boatshed, both
in eclose proximity to oor Headquartars, offered to store our
boats and equipment, thus at no time were we out of action.

Once the building vas completed it became necessary to
furnish it, especislly the training and radioc rooms on the upper
level, and this was done almost entirely with goods donated for
auction - tables, chairs, cupboards, TV and VCR for showing
training filss, refrigerator, hot water tank and many mninor
itema. This all helped to keap the cost down.

As mentioned, fund-raising to cover the cost of the building
became essential. The Squad receives a welcome annual grant
from the 5hire Council which covers Telecom costa fof tha
1andline between the H.Q. and tha sirem on the water towver and




policies vhile a biennial grant from the
towards new eguipment, thus the building
d by our own wefforts and public donations.
raffles, Village Palr and a Buy-a-Brick
campaign together : other fund-raising activities and
donations from cosmmunity organisationsy clubs and individuals
have ensbled us to complete the building without recourse to a
loan and we sincersly thank all those vwho have enabled us to
achieve this happy reault. -

eur warious lnsuranc
State Government Qo
costs had to be cowve

oor bi-annual auck

Although primarily a close-inshore occean rescue unit the
squad is also available for i{nland waters rescue and in fact to
assist in any emergency when called upon by the Police. As wall
it is freguently called upon by members of the gemeral public for
first aid assistance while awaiting the ar: ‘of an ambulance
from Moruya or to help in emsergencies which do not warrant the
involvement of ambulance or fire brigade. otk

In conclusion we wish to thank most sincerely all those
individuals and organisations who have donated goods and/or
building materials to the »ject, companies who have glven us
discounts on materials and e tradespeople, most of them in one
or two man businesses, wvho have donated their time and expertise
and thus enabled us to complets for less than $30,000. & building
which would have cost two or three times as much if it had bean
necessary to pay for labour.

Last but far from least we thank the people of Tuross, both
permanent and tempoOrArCy, i'ﬁl!j have given so willingly and
generously to Our many Ipp‘ll‘l_.?‘l‘ﬂr financial support.
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SECONDARY EXCAVATION & FENCING
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TOOLS, LOAN OF
HELDING

HOM WATEINS
ALAN & PETER CAREY
BERT IPPOLITI = o

CRAIG HEED
ROSS HOLLIS

EUROBODALLA SHIRE COUNCIL
BILL HICKS
NAROQOMA CRANE HIRE

GEORGE SHIRLEY
PETER HOGAN
JOHN BUCKLEY
IAN CLARK

ERROL SHART
TIM KILBORN
DULUX

GRAHAM BELL
PETER TAYLOR

BILL WYLES
TONY MACKENZIIE
BARRIE MACFHERSON

EURDBODALLA SHIRE COUNCIL
TRUNEETABELLA GARDENS
MICK IVORY

RON HANLON
TODD NEWHAN

HACRENZIES BOATSHED
LAINGS BOATSHED

MORUYA HIRE & TILES

KEITH JORNSTON
BILL ALLEN

AND VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO TONY & LAUREL MACKENZIE FOR
THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRIC POWER, REFRESHMENTS AND MANY
OTHER KINDNESSES THROUGHOUT THE CONSTRUCTION PERIOD.




