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INTRODUCTION

The NSW Volunteor Rescue Association Inc,
generally known as the VRA. is an affiliation of
76 communily based volunteer rescue
organisations providing accredited primary
response, maritime and specialist rescue
resources across Australia's most populated
state.

* Since the early 1960's the VRA Affiliates 3
have pioneered the development of -
dedicated general land rescue squads
and technical rescue squads.

* The VRA was formed in 1969 with the
support of Police, Fire, Ambulance and
Civil Defence organisations to provide
dedicated rescue units in country areas
on New South Wales. -

. mumismmﬂﬁmamgm .
sarvice organisation under the NSW State 3
Emergency and Rescue Management Act. -

+ The VRA provides Primary Response -
Rescue coverage to more people outside
the Newcastie/Sydney/Wollongong >
metropolitan areas than any other service [
(full ime or volunteer), :

* The VRA is the only volunteer servics
accredited by the State Rescue Board of
New South Wales for all forms of search
and rescue. .

* The VRA is the second largest supplier of %
accredited primary rescue units in New =
South Wales.

VRA Rescue Squads provide general
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land, motor vehicle, industrial, rural,

vertical (high angle), maritime (inshore

and offshore), inland water (rivers, dams,

etc), caves, underwater (search and

recovery), wilderness, aerial

observation, alpine Search and Rescue

and communications.
TUROSS RESCUE SQUAD INC -

BEGINNINGS

Conceived at a public meeting of
concerned local citizens in mid 1988, the
Squad was formed to fill a serious gap in local
emergency services, there being no police or
ambulance in Tuross Head. The Bar where the
Tuross River enters the sea is formed by
constantly moving sandbanks generating cross-
currents and turbulent waters which have
caused numerous accidents over the years.
Surfers have got into difficulties in the cross-
currents and been carried out to sea, lives have
been lost, boats capsized and sunk with the
only prompt help available being from private
citizens.

The public meeting considered it
' inequitable that the situation should be allowed
to continue where private citizens were called
upon to carry out emergency rescue work and
place their lives at risk without proper
equipment, training and especially, insurance
cover for if the rescuer suffered serious injury
or loss of or damage to his boat he would have
no means of recompense.
The Squad was formed with a minimum of
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finance, virtually passing round the hat
among the local populace, with a contribution
to the fledgling Squad of a 3.8 metre
inflatable rubber boat, together with outboard
motor on permanent loan,

There was no shortage of volunteers,
with experienced fishermen, boatmen and ex-
members of surf clubs forming the nucleus of
boat crews with others, including two qualified
nursing sisters, in the shore back-up team.

The next requirement was a base and
a disused and derelict shed on the river's
edge was pinpointed, which belonged to the
Shire Council, who agreed to lease it to the
Squad for a ‘peppercorn’ rent. Local
tradesmen rallied round and the shed was
soon made habitable and a jetty built for
launching the boat,

The Tuross Rescue Squad was now in
business. From then on fund-raising became
a way of life for the members, the initial
priority being the acquisition of radio
equipment and a siren to alert the members
when an emergency arose.

Later a second boat was purchased, as
in a dangerous situation a back-up boat is
essential. What was needed now was
valuable radio equipment and security now
became an important issue and it was
decided to replace the 50 yr old timber & iron
boatshed with a brick building.

Located at the water's edge, at the
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would &
be 2 storeys with a radio control room on the .
upper level, clear of possible water damage.

To meet local Shire requirements, the building
had to be steel-reinforced and concrete filled.
Concrete block walls were constructed to
withstand the impact of flooding — a level of 3.2
metres had been previously quoted. As a result
the Tuross Rescue Squad now had the
strongest boatshed in NSW.

The building was officially opened on 6th
November 1994 by our Foundation Patron, Vice
Admiral Sir James Willis AO, RAN (Ret'd), a
former resident of Tuross, in the presence of a
large number of VIP’s, friends and supporters.

Although originally formed for rescue
work on the Tuross River Bar and close inshore
ocean operations, the Squad is also available
for inland waters (lakes, rivers, etc.) rescues.
Summer is normally the busy period for rescues
with the influx of holiday makers who ignore the
warning signs of dangerous cross-currents
around the river mouth.

As a rescue squad, Tuross cannot
compare with the larger land squads constantly
involved in horrific road accidents, but it fulfils a
very necessary and important community
service and the saving of just one life justifies
the time and effort put in by its dedicated
members.

TUROSS VRA IS A 24-HOUR EMERGENCY
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SERVICE

The Tuross VRA is a Category 1 Marine
Rescue Unit with 3 Inflatable Rubber Boats
(IRB's). The main basis of training for the
marine side of operations is proficiency of boat
control in calm and open water. Major service
is over the Tuross River Bar entrance.

We are a 24-hr emergency service for
the town of Tuross, handling various calls from

» the community in need of medical assistance

prior to an ambulance attending the Tuross

* area.

Volunteer Rescue Squad is run by many
dedicated local volunteers from all facets of the
community. Members work in co-operation with
local police, fire and ambulance services.

THE GEORGE BASS
SURF BOAT MARATHON

First conducted in 1975, this unique
event has captured the traditional spirit of surf
life saving. This great race starts at Batemans
Bay and 7 days later finishes at Eden, stopping
at Moruya, Tuross Head, Narooma, Bermagui,
Tathra, Pambula - 7 legs in 7 days along the
beautiful south east coast of NSW. Each leg
takes about 2-3 hrs to complete and up to 8
rowers are used,
GEORGE BASS MARATHON (Cont'd)






















